AMENDED IN SENATE JULY 12, 2005
AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 27, 2005

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1735

Introduced by Assembly Member De La Torre

February 24, 2005

An acttoamend-Seetion-530663-of the-Government-Code; relating
to cable television.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1735, as amended, De La Torre. Cable television franchises.

Existing law provides that if a city, county, or city and county elects
to grant an additional cable television franchise in an area where a
franchise has already been granted and where an existing cable
operator is providing service or certifies that it is ready, willing, and
able to provide service, the additional franchise shall require that the
franchisee wire and serve the same geographical area within a
reasonable time and be subject to other specified conditions.

This bill would impoese-thesameeonditions—tf-anyadditional state
the intent of the Legislature to promote price competition, broader
consumer chozce and improved customer services in the cable

fe{epheﬁ&eefpﬁf&&eﬁ—s—seﬁree—&fea—eﬁ&feas marketplace

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature hereby finds and declares the
following:

(a) It is the intent of the Legislature, and in the public interest,
to promote price competition, broader consumer choice, and
improved customer services in the cable television marketplace
by removing barriers to open and competitive markets.

(b) 1t is the intent of the Legislature, and in the public interest,
that local government be given the flexibility to craft cable
television franchise areas that encourage competition and best

meet the needs of their—residents;—unencumbered—by—how
inetmbent-eable-operators-constructed-theirsystems: residents.
) tt-is-thefurther i e the Lol ond-in4 et
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(c) It is the intent of the Legislature, and it is an important
state interest, to continue the Legislature’s long-held policy to
ensure that local franchising of cable television brings the
benefits of cable competition to all residents of this state,
including lower income and minority residents, and residents in
less-populated areas;
franchise. i — He; i 5
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